
414DOJ Preliminary Investigation Interview of Bruce Babbitt, Nov. 6, 1997, at 2
(hereinafter "DOJ Prelim. Babbitt Int.").

415Duffy testified that he may have told Collier about the meeting, but does not recall
telling the Secretary.  Babbitt also testified he may have read a briefing memo provided to him in
connection with the April 1995 tribal dialogue which described the application, the Feb. 8
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worked on gaming issues with the BIA and the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs.  The

Solicitor also was always involved in policy issues.  Babbitt said Duffy would typically bring

matters to his attention in a very unstructured way.  He said he has no specific recollection of any

conversations with Duffy or Collier about the Hudson application prior to July 14, 1995, but

allows that he must have discussed it with them in a very casual way.  

Beyond Hilda Manuel’s briefing of Babbitt in relation to the April 8, 1995, tribal dialogue

in Wisconsin, no other DOI Interior personnel testified to discussing the application with him. 

Skibine testified that he had never met or spoken to Babbitt at all, and had no direct knowledge

of the Secretary’s views on Indian gaming as of July 14, 1995.  Babbitt said he never discussed

the Hudson matter with Assistant Secretary Deer, and he only learned of her recusal during later

investigations of the denial decision.  

No Interior Department staff member recalls communicating to Babbitt the fact that DOI

had received letters from congressmen, senators and other public officials concerning the Hudson

application, nor that they had fielded telephone calls from members of Congress.  Babbitt has no

recollection of reviewing such letters or receiving any such calls, including from Rep. Oberstar. 

See supra at 123.  He said he has seen “piles of letters” the Department received on the Hudson

matter, but he was not aware of them before July 14.414  He has no recall of knowing at the time

that Duffy attended a meeting about Hudson on Capitol Hill in February 1995.415  Babbitt said it


